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Limiting Congressional Terms. Proposed U.S. 
Constitutional Amendment. Initiative Statute. 
Official Title and Summary Prepared by the Attorney General 
LIMITING CONGRESSIONAL TERMS. PROPOSED U.S. 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. INITIATIVE STATUTE. 
• Declares that the official position of the People of the State of California is that its elected officials should 
vote to help enact an amendment to the U.S. Constitution limiting congressional terms. 
• The proposed constitutional amendment would limit U.S. Senators to two terms and House of 
Representatives members to three terms. 
• Requires the California Legislature and state and federal legislators from California to use their powers to 
pass the amendment. 
• All candidates for federal or state legislative office who do not provide required support must be identified 
as non-supporters on ballot. 
Summary of Legislative Analyst's 
Estimate of Net State and Local Government Fiscal Impact: 
• Relatively minor costs to Secretary of State to review voting records of state and federal legislators and to 
make certain determinations regarding ballot statements, and to counties to add certain statements to the 
ballot. 
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Analysis by the Legislative Analyst 
Background 
The Congress of the United States consists of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives. California's 
delegation to Congress consists of two senators and 52 
representatives. Senators are elected for a term of six 
years and representatives are elected for a· term of two 
·years. The United States Constitution sets the general 
qualifications and duties of Members of Congress. 
Federal law does not limit the number of terms a 
person may be elected to serve as a senator or 
representative in Congress. In 1992, California voters 
adopted Proposition 164, which established term limits 
for California's senators and representatives in 
Congress. However, Proposition 164 is not likely to go 
into effect. This is because the United States Supreme 
Court ruled, in a case involving similar limits established 
by other states, that the qualifications of office for federal 
elective officials may be changed only by amendment to 
the United States Constitution. 
Congress can propose amendments to the United 
States Constitution with the approval oftwo-thirds of the 
Members of both Houses. All amendments must 
ultimately be ratified by three-fourths of the states 
before they can become part of the United States 
Constitution. 
Proposal 
This proposition declares that it is the official position 
of the People of California that its elected officials should 
vote to amend the United States Constitution to limit a 
person to no more than two terms (or a total of 12 years) 
as a senator and no more than three terms (or six years) 
as a representative. The measure instructs the California 
Legislature to ask Congress to enact such an 
amendment. If an amendment is proposed by Congress, 
the measure instructs the Members of the Legislature to 
vote to ratify it. 
The measure requires that voters be informed if a 
candidate for Congress or the State Senate or Assembly 
has failed to support the congressional term limit 
amendment. Specifically, all election ballots for a 
candidate for Congress or the State Legislature shall 
include the statement "Disregarded Voters' Instruction 
on Term Limits" if the candidate, as an officeholder in 
Congress or the California Legislature, voted against or 
failed to support the request for the constitutional 
amendment or failed to vote for the amendment if it is 
sent to the states to be ratified. Thus, the proposition 
essentially requires that the votes of a Member of 
Congress or the Legislature, including procedural votes 
taken during hearings, be evaluated to determine 
whether the Member supported the term limits proposed 
in this measure. 
A person who is a candidate seeking election to 
Congress or the State Senate or Assembly who is not an 
incumbent would be allowed to sign a "Term Limits 
Pledge" to support the proposed limits on congressional 
terms. If the candidate does not sign this pledge, the 
statement "Declined to Pledge to Support Term Limits" 
would be placed next to the candidate's name on the 
ballot. 
The proposition requires that the California Secretary 
of State, who oversees the state's elections, determine 
whether one of the two statements should be placed next 
to a candidate's name on the ballot. 
. Fiscal Effect 
The proposition would result in additional costs to the 
Secretary of State to track and review the voting records 
of Members of Congress and the Legislature regarding 
term limits, and to make the determinations described 
above regarding ballot statements. In addition, the 
measure would result in additional costs to counties to 
add the statements to the ballots. The costs to the 
Secretary of State and the counties would be relatively 
minor. 
For the text of Proposition 225 see page 71 
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Argument in Favor of Proposition 225 
This initiative was part of a national campaign to 
enact a constitutional amendment for term limits on 
Congress. Unfortunately, similar initiatives passed in 
other states have been overturned in court, and this 
approach has been dropped. Thus, passage of this 
measure will likely result only in needless and costly 
litigation. In fact, in order to save taxpayer money, we 
went to court to avoid a meaningless election. 
Nothing is more important to the future of our country 
than returning Congress to the citizen legislature 
designed by our Founders. We remain committed to term 
limits on Congress and are happy to know that a superior 
measure, and one clearly constitutional, will appear on 
the November ballot. 
SALLY REED IMPASTATO 
Rebuttal to Argument in Favor of Proposition 225 
When we were younger, many employers had rules 
that said you had to retire at 60. Now that's illegal and 
we all know senior Californians do great work. Who says 
it's a great idea to toss out our elected officials after only 
6 years? Toss them out when they fail to perform, not 
because they reach a certain number of years. 
Don't term limits discriminate? If an elected official is 
doing the job, maybe doing a great job, why throw them 
out? 
Don't be fooled, term limits are about POWER and who 
. controls our government. Under term limits, 
Corporations will decide, through their campaign money 
and smooth talking lobbyists, who. will control our 
government. Without term limits we will have our 
current system, WHICH IS NOT PERFECT, BUT IS 
NOT BROKEN EITHER! 
California's recent prosperity could be washed away if 
term limits are enacted. A new group in Congress would 
be elected, more beholden to the Corporations and 
Lobbyists than us, the taxpayers. Don't relinquish our 
financial gains for a moment of anger at politicians, or 
the urge to "throw the bums out." The next group of 
elected officials can give it all away to their very rich 
friends and Corporations. 
Let us Californians use this opportunity to say NO to 
term limits, once and for all . 
Vote No to a bad law that even its supporters declare is 
unconstitutional!! ! 
Vote No On Proposition 225! 
MARK WHISLER 
President, Sacramento City Taxpayers'Rights League 
26 Arguments printed on this page are the opinions of the authors and have not been checked for accuracy by any official agency. P98 
Limiting Congressional Terms. Proposed u.s. 
Constitutional Amendment. Initiative Statute. 
225 
~-~ 
Argument Against Proposition 225 
TERM LIMITS ARE PURE FOLLY. other bills that are outright gifts to greedy Corporations. 
Term Limits are pure folly, passed for greedy Under term limits, Corporation political campaign funds, 
Corporations at our expense. Since term limits were more than ever, will decide who wins elections. If this 
enacted in California we have seen a steady rise in the passes, Corporations will have a stronger grip on our 
power of lobbyists and Corporations to get their pork Congress, as they already do with our State Legislature. 
barrel bills through the Legislature. If this year's CALIFORNIA HAS NEEDS FOR ITS OWN CITIZENS 
Legislature doesn't support their giveaway plans, AND CHILDREN. 
Corporations just wait for next year's Legislature. 
Politicians now need Corporate campaign money more 
than ever. 
YOU DON'T NEED TERM LIMITS, YOU CAN THROW 
THE "BUMS" OUT NOW. 
Resist the urge to use term limits to "throw the bums 
out." The current system may be broken, but term limits 
will replace our Congress with unelected powerful hidden 
self-interest groups. California has numerous problems 
that our collective wisdom and community spirit need to 
solve. A Legislature or Congress sold to the highest 
bidder every two years is not the answer. Educated 
Legislators who understand the complexities and 
nuances of issues are our best choice for meaningful 
solutions, not on-the-job trainees with short term fixes 
(or more-likely, expensive Corporate bailouts and 
giveways). 
POWER BROKERS, NOT ELECTED, WILL FILL THE 
DECISION MAKING VACUUM. 
Our California Legislature is as disorganized as it has 
ever been. Into that vacuum has stepped well funded 
power brokers who, more often than not, don't represent 
our interests, just their own narrow interests. Let's not 
make the same mistake with our Congress. 
LOBBYISTS FIX BILLS TO GET TAX DOLLARS FOR 
THEIR CLIENTS. 
Corporation lobbyists roam the US Capitol halls 
seeking tax breaks, reduced environmental 
responsibilities, lower workers benefit requirements, and 
California needs to devote its limited tax moneys to 
schools, roads, bridges, parks, libraries, and police 
services (to name a few). Our taxes should not be spent 
bailing out wealthy corporations. With term limits, the 
Corporations will buy the best Congress they can afford. 
Those greedy Corporations will then set Congressional 
spending priorities. Don't be fooled. If your elected 
officials are bums, vote them out. However, please "don't 
throw the baby out with the bath water." Voters have 
proven time and again they know when to vote NO, and 
this is one of them. 
DON'T LEGISLATE THOUGHT POLICE. 
This initiative demonizes politicians who favor a long 
term rational incremental approach to solving our 
problems. This initiative requires that our elected 
officials be investigated and branded for their thoughts 
on term limits. This goes too far. Remember the 
McCarthy Hearing witch hunts of Californians? Please 
read the initiative and you'll see why to vote NO. This 
law is wrong for California. 
SAY YES TO OUR CHILDREN AND 
CALIFORNIA'S FUTURE 
SAY NO TO THE CORPORATIONS AND 
SPECIAL INTERESTS 
VOTE NO ON PROPOSITION 225 
MARK WHISLER 
President, Sacramento City Taxpayers'Rights League 
Rebuttal to argument against was not submitted 
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California, the California State University and Colleges, and 
local public entities. "State agency" also includes a state agency 
acting jointly with another state agency or with a local public 
entity. As used in this section, "local public entity" means any 
city, county, city and county, including a chartered city or 
county, public or municipal corporation, school district, special 
district, authority, or other fublic entity formed for the local 
performance of governmenta and proprietary functions within 
limited boundaries. "Local public entity" also includes two or 
more local public entities acting jointly. 
(b) This .section shall also apply to contracts for services 
specified in subdivision (a) awarded by private entities or local 
public entities when the contract awarded by the public or 
private entity involves expenditure of state funds or involves a 
program, project, facility, or public work for which the State or 
any state agency has or will have ownership, liability, or 
responsibility for construction, operation, or maintenance. As 
used in this section, "state funds" means all money appropriated 
by the Legislature for expenditure by the State or a state agency 
and all money included in special funds that the State or a state 
agency contr.ols. 
(c) Prior to the award of any contract covered by this section, 
the Controller shall prepare and verify an analysis of the cost of 
performing the work using state civil service employees and the 
cost of the contract. In comparing costs, the cost of performing 
the work using state civil service employees shall include only 
the additional direct costs to the State to provide the same 
services as the contractor, and the cost of the contract shall 
include all anticipated contract costs and all costs to be incurred 
by the State, state agencies, and the contracting entity for the 
bidding, evaluation, and contract award process and for 
inspecting, supervising, verifying, monitoring, and overseeing 
the contract. 
(d) The contract shall not be awarded if either of the following 
conditions is met: (1) the Controller's analY$is concludes that 
state civil service employees can perform the work at less cost 
than the cost of the contract, unless the services are of such an 
urgent nature that public interest, health, or safety requires 
award of the contract; or (2) the Controller or the contracting 
entity concludes that the contract would not be in the public 
interest, would have an adverse impact on public health or 
safety, or would result in lower quality work than if state civil 
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service employees performed the services. 
(e) Except for contracts for which a delay resulting from the 
competitive bidding process would endanger public health or 
safety, every contract, including amendments, covered by this 
section that exceeds fifty thousand dollars ($50,000), adjusted 
annually to reflect changes in the appropriate consumer price 
index as determined by the Controller, shall be awarded through 
a publicized competitive bidding process involving sealed bids. 
Each contract shall be awarded to the lowest qualified bidder. If 
the contract cost based on the lowest qualified bid exceeds the 
anticipated contract costs the Controller estimated pursuant to 
subdivision (c), the Controller shall prepare and verify a revised 
analysis using the contract bid cost, and that revised analysis 
shall be used in applying subdivision (d). 
(f) For every contract covered by this section, the contractor 
shall assume full responsibility and liability for its·performance 
of the contract and shall defend, indemnify, and hold the State, 
the contracting entity, and their agents and employees harmless 
from any legal action resulting from the performance of the 
contract. 
(g) This section shall not be applied in a manner that will 
result in the loss of federal funding to the contracting entity for 
contracts for services. 
SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY 
If any provision of this amendment or its application to any 
person or circumstance is held invalid, that invalidity shall not 
affect other provisions or applications of the amendment which 
can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, 
and to this end the provisions of this amendment are severable. 
SECTION 5. APPLICABILITY OF CURRENT LAW 
Nothing in this amendment shall expand or restrict the 
State's constitutional authority, as determined by decisions of 
the California Supreme Court and California Courts of Appeal 
in effect on the effective date of this amendment, to enter into 
contracts with private or public entities. 
SECTION 6. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER MEASURES 
To the extent that any other measure on the same subject 
shall be on the ballot at the same election, it is the intent of the 
voters that this measure be deemed, to the maximum extent 
possible, not to be in conflict with such other measure, but 
rather that this measure should be harmonized with the other 
measure. 
Proposition 225: Text of Proposed Law 
This initiative measure is submitted to the people in 
accordance with the provisions of Article II, Section 8 of the 
Constitution. 
This initiative measure adds sections to the Elections Code; 
therefore, new provisions proposed to be added are printed in 
italic type to indicate that they are new. 
PROPOSED LAW 
Whereas, Career politicians dominating Congress have a 
conflict of interest which prevents them from enacting 
meaningful term limits and making Congress what the 
Founders intended, the branch of government closest to the 
-People; and 
Whereas, Career politicians, while refusing to heed the desire 
of the People for meaningful term limits, amassed a nearly five 
trillion dollar national debt by not only voting year after year to 
spend far more than they have taken in, but also by voting to 
dramatically increase their own pay; also provided lavish 
million-dollar pensions for themselves and granted themselves 
numerous .other privileges at the expense of the People; and 
Whereas, Such irresponsible actions on the part of career 
politicians have mortgaged the future of not only every 
American citizen, but also their children and grandchildren; 
and 
Whereas, The abuse of power, the corruption, and the 
appearance of corruption brought about by political careerism 
is ultimately destructive to representative government by 
making Congress increasingly distant from the People; and 
Whereas, The President of the United States is limited to two 
terms in office by the 22nd Amendment to the U.S. 
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Constitution, and governors in 40 states are limited by state 
laws to two terms or less, and . 
Whereas, Voters have established te.rm limits for more than 
2,000 state legislators, as well as more than 17,000 local 
officials across the nation, including state legislators and 
statewide elective officeholders in California, and 
Whereas, In 1992, the People of the State of California 
emicted, by an overwhelming majority, an amendment to the 
state law limiting service in the U.S. House of Representatives 
to three terms and in the U.S. Senate to two terms, which 
state-imposed congressional term limits were ruled 
unconstitutional by the U.S. Supreme Court, and 
Whereas, Congress has ignored the desire of the People for 
meaningful term limits by refusing to pass an amendment 
instituting congressional term limits, and by proposing 
exceedin:gly long limits for its own members; and 
Whereas, It is the People themselves, not Congress, who 
should set term limits; and 
Whereas, The People have a sovereign right and a compelling 
interest in the creation and preserving of a citizen Congress 
that will more effectively protect their freedom and prosperity, 
which interest and right may not be as effectively served in any 
way other than that proposed by this initiative; and 
Whereas, With foresight and wisdom our Founders, under 
Article V ofthe U.S. Constitution, did provide the People with a 
procedure by which to circumvent congressional self-interest, 
by which procedure the People may call a convention to propose 
amendments to the U.S. Constitution when two-thirds or 34 
states expressly call for such a convention; and 
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Whereas, Amendments proposed by such a convention would 
become part of the U.S. Constitution upon the ratification of 
three-fourths of the states (38); and 
Whereas, The People of the State of California desire to 
amend the U.S. Constitution to establish term limits on 
Congress to ensure representation in Congress by true citizen 
lawmakers; 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of California: 
SECTION 1. Article 1.2 (commencing with Section 
10204.1) is added to Chapter 2 of Part 2 of Division 10 of the 
Elections Code, to read: 
Article 1.2. The Congressional Term Limits Act 
10204.1. It is the official position of the People of the State of 
California that our elected officials should vote to enact, by 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution, congressional term limits 
which are not longer than three terms in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, nor two terms in the U.S. Senate. 
10204.2. It is the will of the People of the State of California 
that application be made to Congress on behalf of the People of 
California and the California Legislature that Congress adopt 
the following amendment to the U.S. Constitution: 
Congressional Term Limits Amendment 
Section A. No person may serve in the office of u.s. 
Representative for more than three terms, but upon ratification 
of the Term Limits Amendment no person who has held the 
office of u.s. Representative or who then holds the office may 
serve for more than two additional terms. 
Section B. No person may serve in the office of u.s. Senator 
for more than two terms, but upon ratification of the Term 
Limits Amendment no person who has held the office of U.S. 
Senator or who then holds the office may serve more than one 
additional term. 
Section C. This article shall have no time limit within 
which it must be ratified by the legislatures ofthree-fourths of 
the several states. 
10204.3. The California Legislature, due to the desire of the 
People of the State of California to establish term limits on the 
Congress of the United States, is hereby instructed to make the 
following application to Congress, pursuant to its power under 
Article V of the U.S. Constitution: 
"We, the People and Legislature of the State of California, due 
to our desire to establish term limits. on the Congress of the 
United States, hereby make application to Congress, pursuant to 
our power under Article V of the U.S. Constitution; to call a 
convention for proposing amendments to the Constitution." 
10204.4. Each state legislator is hereby instructed to use all 
of his or her delegated powers to pass the Article V application to 
Congress set forth in Section 10204.3, and to ratify, if proposed 
by Congress, the Congressional Term Limits Amendment set 
forth in Section 10204.2. 
10204.5. (a) As provided in this act, at each election for the 
office of United States Representative, United States Senator, 
State Senator, or Member of the Assembly, the ballot shall 
inform voters regarding any incumbent or nonincumbent 
candidate's failure to support the above proposed Congressional 
Term Limits Amendment. 
(b) All primary, general, and special election ballots shall 
have the information "DISREGARDED VOTERS' 
INSTRUCTION ON TERM LIMITS" printed adjacent to the 
name of any State Senator or Member of the Assembly who 
during the regular legislative session following the most recent 
general election: 
(1) Failed to vote in favor of the application set forth in 
Section 10204.3 when brought to a vote; or 
(2) Failed to second the application set forth in Section 
10204.3 if it lacked for a second; or 
(3) Failed to vote in favor of all votes bringing the application 
-set forth in Section 10204.3 before any committee or 
subcommittee upon which he or she served in the respective 
houses; or 
(4) Failed to propose or otherwise bring to a vote of the full 
legislative body the application set forth in Section 10204.3 ifit 
otherwise lacked a legis"lator who so proposed or brought to a 
vote of the full legislative body the application set forth above; or 
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(5) Failed to vote against any attempt to delay, table, or 
otherwise prevent a vote by the full legislative body of the 
application set forth in Section 10204.3; or 
(6) Failed in any way to ensure that all votes on the 
application set forth in Section 10204.3 were recorded and made 
available to the public; or 
(7) Failed to ·vote against any change, addition, or 
modification to the application set forth in Section 10204.3; or 
(8) Failed to vote in favor of the amendment set forth in 
Section 10204.2 if it was sent to the states for ratification; or 
(9) Failed to vote against any term limits amendment other 
than the proposed amendment set forth in Section 10204.2, if 
such an amendment was sent to the states for ratification. 
(c) The information "DISREGARDED VOTERS' 
INSTRUCTION ON TERM LIMITS" as required by any of 
paragraphs (1) to (7), inclusive, of subdivision (b) shall not 
appear adjacent to the names of candidates for the State Senate 
or Assembly if the State of California has made the application 
to Congress for a convention for proposing amendments to the 
U.S. Constitution pursuant to this article and such application 
has not been withdrawn. 
(d) The information "DISREGARDED VOTERS' 
INSTRUCTION ON TERM LIMITS" as required by either of 
paragraphs (8) and (9) of subdivision (b), shall not appear 
adjacent to the names of candidates for the State Senate or 
Assembly if the Congressional Term Limits Amendment set forth 
in Section 10204.2 has been submitted to the states for 
ratification and ratified by the California Legislature, or the 
proposed Congressional Term Limits Amendment set forth in 
Section 10204.2 has become part of the U.S. Constitution. 
10204.6 . . Each member of the California congressional 
delegation is hereby instructed to use all of his or her delegated 
powers to pass the Congressional Term Limits Amendment set 
forth in Section 10204.2. 
10204.7. All primary, general, and special election ballots 
shall have the information "DISREGARDED VOTERS' 
INSTRUCTION ON TERM LIMITS" printed adjacent to the 
name of any u.s. Representative or U.S. Senator who during the 
first 12 months of the regular legislative session following the 
most recent general election: 
(a) Failed to vote in favor of the proposed Congressional Term 
Limits Amendment set forth in Section 10204.2 when brought to 
a vote; or 
(b) Failed to second the proposed Congressional Term Limits 
Amendment set forth in Section 10204.2 if it lacked for a second 
before any proceeding of the legislative body; or 
(c) Failed to propose or otherwise bring to a vote of the full 
legislative body the proposed Congressional Term Limits 
Amendment set forth in Section 10204.2 if it otherwise lacked a 
legislator who so proposed or brought to a vote of the full 
legislative body the proposed Congressional Term Limits 
Amendment set forth in Section 10204.2; or 
(d) Fa'iled to vote in favor of all votes bringing the proposed 
Congressional Term Limits Amendment set forth in Section 
10204.2 before any committee or subcommittee upon which he or 
she served in the respective houses; or 
(e) Failed to vote against or reject any attempt to delay, table, 
or otherwise prevent a vote by the full legislative body of the 
proposed Congressional Term Limits Amendment set forth in 
Section 10204.2; or 
(f) Failed to vote against any term limits proposal other than 
the proposed Congressional Term Limits Amendment set forth 
inSection 10204.2; or 
(g) Sponsored or co-sponsored any proposed Constitutional 
amendment or law that proposes term limits other than those in 
the proposed Congressional Term Limits Amendment set forth 
in Section 10204.2; or 
(h) Failed to ensure that all votes on the proposed 
Constitutional Term Limits Amendment set forth in Section 
10204.2 were recorded and made available to the public. 
10204.8. The information "DISREGARDED VOTERS' 
INSTRUCTION ON TERM LIMITS" may not appear adjacent 
to the names of a candidate for Congress if the Congressional 
Term Limits Amendment set forth in Section 10204.2 is before 
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the states lor ratification or has become part of the U.S. 
Constitution. 
10204.9. Notwithstanding any other provision of California 
law, 
(a) A non incumbent candidate for the office of U.S. 
Representative and U.S. Senator, State Senator, or Member of 
the Assembly shall be permitted to sign a "Term Limits Pledge" 
each time he or she files as a candidate for such an office. A 
candidate who declines to sign the "Term Limits Pledge" shall 
have "DECLINED TO PLEDGE TO SUPPORT TERM 
LIMITS" printed adjacent to his or her name on the election 
ballot. 
(b) Each time a non incumbent candidate for U.S. Senator, 
U.S. Representative, State Senator, or Member of the Assembly 
files for candidacy, he or she shall be offered the "Term Limits 
Pledge," until such time as the U.S. Constitution has been 
amended to limit U.S. Senators to two terms in office and U.S. 
Representatives to three terms in office. 
(c) The "Term Limits Pledge" that each nonincumbent 
candidate set forth above shall be offered is as follows: 
"I support congressional term limits and pledge to use all of 
my legislative powers to enact the proposed Congressional Term 
Limits Amendment set forth in the Congressional Term Limits 
Act. If elected, I pledge to act and vote in such a way that the 
information "DISREGARDED VOTERS' INSTRUCTION ON 
TERM LIMITS" will not appear next to my name." The pledge 
form will provide a space for the signature of the candidate and 
the date signed. 
(d) The Secretary of State shall be responsible to make an 
accurate determination as to whether a candidate for the state 
or federal legislature shall have placed adjacent to his or her 
name on the election ballot "DISREGARDED VOTERS' 
INSTRUCTION ON TERM LIMITS" or "DECLINED TO 
PLEDGE TO SUPPORT TERM LIMITS." 
(e) The Secretary of State shall consider timely submitted 
public comments prior to making the determination required in 
subdivision (d). 
(fJ The Secretary of State, in accordance with subdiVision (d) 
shall determine and declare what information, if any, shall 
appear adjacent to the names of each incumbent state and 
federal legislator if he or she is to be a candidate in the next 
general election. In the case of U.S. Representatives and U.S. 
Senators, this determination and declaration shall be made not 
later than 13 months after a new Congress has been convened, 
and shall be based upon Congressional action in the first 12 
months of the regular session following the most recent general 
election. In the case of incumbent state legislators, this 
determination and declaration shall be made not later than 13 
months after a new Legislature has been convened, and shall be 
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based upon state congressional action in the first 12 months of 
the regular session following the most recent general election. 
(g) The Secretary of State shall determine and declare what 
information, if any, will appear adjacent to the names of 
nonincumbent candidates for Congress and the California 
Legislature, not later than fiv.e days after the deadline for filing 
for the office. 
(h) If the Secretary of State makes the determination that 
"DISREGARDED VOTERS' INSTRUCTION ON TERM 
LIMITS" or "DECLINED TO PLEDGE TO SUPPORT TERM 
LIMITS" may not be placed on the ballot adjacent to the name of 
a can:didate for senator or representative for state or federal 
office, any elector shall appeal such decision within five days to 
the California Supreme Court as an original action or waive any 
right to appeal such decision; in which case the burden of proof 
shall be upon the Secretary of State to demonstrate by clear and 
convincing evidence that the candidate has met the 
requirements set forth in this article and therefore should not 
have the information "DISREGARDED VOTERS' 
INSTRUCTION ON TERM LIMITS" or "DECLINED TO 
PLEDGE TO SUPPORT TERM LIMITS" printed on the ballot 
adjacent to the candidate's name. 
(i) If the Secretary of State determines that "DISREGARDED 
VOTERS' INSTRUCTION ON TERM LIMITS" or "DECLINED 
TO PLEDGE TO SUPPORT TERM LIMITS" shall be placed on 
the ballot adjacent to a candidate's name, the candidate shall 
appeal such decision within five days to the California Supreme 
Court as an original action or waive any right to appeal such 
decision; in which case the burden of proof shall be upon the 
candidate to demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence that 
he or she should not have the information "DISREGARDED 
VOTERS' INSTRUCTION ON TERM LIMITS" or "DECLINED 
TO PLEDGE TO SUPPORT TERM LIMITS" printed on the 
ballot adjacent to the candidate's name. 
(j) The Supreme Court shall hear the appeal provided for in 
subdivision (h) and issue a decision within 120 days. The 
Supreme Court shall hear the appeal provided for in 
subdivision (i) and issue a decision not later than 61 days before 
the date of the election. 
10204.10. At such time as the Congressional Term Limits 
Amendment set forth in Section 10204.2 has become part of the 
U.S. Constitution, this article automatically shall be repealed. 
10204.11. Severability. If any portion, clause, or phrase of 
this act is for any rf~ason held to be invalid or unconstitutional 
by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining portions, 
clauses, and phrases shall not be affected, but shall remain in 
full force and effect. The portions of this act shall supersede all 
inconsistent provisions of state law. 
Proposition 226: Text of Proposed Law 
This initiative measure is submitted to the people in 
accordance with the provisions of Article II, Section 8 of the 
Constitution. 
This initiative measure adds sections to the Government 
Code; therefore, new provisions proposed to be added are 
printed in italic type to indicate that they are new. 
PROPOSED LAW 
SECTION 1. The people of the State of California find and 
declare as follows: 
(a) Contributions to political campaigns from foreign 
interests that have a specific financial stake in legislation and 
policy can have a ~orrupting or potentially corrupting effect on, 
or give the perception of corruption of, the electoral and 
governmental process. 
(b) Contributions that are taken from individuals without 
their knowledge and complete consent create the public 
perception that individuals play an insignificant role in the 
political process. 
(c) The financial strength of special interest groups or the 
methods used to collect funds by certain organizations should 
not permit them to exercise a disproportionate or controlling 
influence on the election of candidates to state and local office. 
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(d) Candidates are raising a larger percentage of their funds 
from special interests with a specific financial stake in matters 
before state and local government and a smaller percentage of 
their. funds directly from individuals. This has caused the 
public perception that decisions of elected officials are being 
improperly influenced by monetary contributions and that 
individuals play an insignificant role in the process. 
SEC. 2. In enacting this measure, it is the intent of the 
people of the State of California to accomplish the following 
purposes: 
(a) To eliminate corruption, or the perception of corruption, 
of the electoral and governmental process by contributions from 
foreign interests. 
(b) To ensure that contributions and expenditures in political 
campaigns are made with the knowledge and complete consent 
of the individuals who are making them. 
(c) To ensure that individuals and interest groups have fair 
and equal opportunity to influence the electoral and 
governmental process. 
(d) To restore public trust in governmental institutions and 
the electoral process. 
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